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The Cosumnes River Preserve Partners envision the permanent 
protection of a continuous riparian corridor extending from the 
Cosumnes headwaters to the Delta, including adjacent floodplain and 
wetland habitats, and a vast vernal pool grassland complex supporting 
endangered species. The Partners will utilize stewardship and 
compatible ranching and farming activities as methods to sustain native 
plant and wildlife communities and the processes that perpetuate a 
dynamic mosaic of habitats.  We will provide opportunities for people of 
all ages to appreciate the flora and fauna of the Cosumnes River 
Preserve and to experience being part of a natural landscape. 
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Executive Summary 
 
The Cosumnes River Preserve (Preserve) consists of approximately 45,859 acres of wildlife 
habitat and agricultural lands owned by seven land-owning Partners.  The Partners include The 
Nature Conservancy, 
Bureau of Land 
Management, California 
Department of Fish & 
Game, Sacramento County, 
Department of Water 
Resources, Ducks 
Unlimited, and the 
California State Lands 
Commission.  The Preserve 
is centered along the 
Cosumnes River, its 
floodplains and riparian 
habitat.  This habitat is 
buffered by a variety of 
agricultural operations.  
The Preserve provides numerous social, economic, and recreational benefits to local 
communities and to people residing in the larger Sacramento and San Joaquin areas.  The habitat 
supports wildlife, including birds that migrate throughout the Pacific Flyway.   
 
This Management Plan contains a total of eight chapters that describe how the Preserve will be 
managed over the next 10 years.  The most important result of the planning effort was reaching 
consensus among the participating Partners on a long-term vision for the Preserve.  The 
Preserve’s Vision Statement is as follows:  
 

“The Cosumnes River Preserve Partners envision the permanent protection of a 
continuous riparian corridor extending from the Cosumnes headwaters to the 
Delta, including adjacent floodplain and wetland habitats, and a vast vernal pool 
grassland complex supporting endangered species.  The Partners will utilize 
stewardship and compatible ranching and farming activities as methods to 
sustain native plant and wildlife communities and the processes that perpetuate 
a dynamic mosaic of habitats.  We will provide opportunities for people of all 
ages to appreciate the flora and fauna of the Cosumnes River Preserve and to 
experience being part of a natural landscape.” 

 
To achieve this vision, the Partners agreed on two overarching goals describing broad and long-
term aspirations, which form the second tier (after the Vision Statement) in the Plan hierarchy.  
The Overarching Goals are: 
 

I. Native biological communities and the resident and migratory species dependent on 
them are restored and maintained to sustainable conditions and population levels. 

II. Compatible uses improve stewardship of the lands in the Cosumnes River Watershed.   

“Aerial Wetlands” – Photo courtesy of Preserve Photo Library 
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Tiered under the Overarching Goals is a series of sub-goals.  These sub-goals create the 
framework for the Management Plan and are summarized below. 
 
Chapter 2:  Description of Watershed and Preserve Sub-goal 
 

1. Actively manage the Preserve, including implementing the flow augmentation 
project, collecting physical process data, regularly updating infrastructure 
databases, and collaborating with regional planning processes.  

 
Chapter 3:  Natural Resource Stewardship Sub-goals 
 

1. Protect the free-flowing Cosumnes River within an ecologically functional 
landscape.  

2. Protect, maintain, and restore riparian and floodplain communities, the natural 
hydrologic processes that sustain the habitat, and the native species that depend 
on the habitat. 

3. Protect, maintain, and restore vernal pool and grassland communities, maintain 
the ecological processes that sustain the habitat, and promote the native species 
that depend on the habitat. 

4. Maintain and restore a mosaic of freshwater wetland habitats (seasonal and 
permanent) that support native species. 

5. Maintain and enhance the population of the giant garter snake in the Badger 
Creek watershed. 

6. Restore and maintain a population of fall-run Chinook salmon in the Cosumnes 
River, with an average annual spawning run of 2,000 adults (10-year average, 
range of 1,000–5,000 adults). 

 
Chapter 4:  Agricultural Stewardship Sub-goal  
 

1. Agricultural stewardship will continue to serve as an important land-management tool 
and will be compatible with the Preserve’s overall mission and goals. 

 
Chapter 5:  Public Use Sub-goals 
 

1. Recreational use of the Preserve will be compatible with the Management Plan’s 
Natural Resources Stewardship goals, will promote the teaching of environmental 
stewardship, and will have adequate and stable funding sources.  

2. The Preserve’s Volunteer Program will be compatible with the Management Plan’s 
Natural Resources Stewardship goals, will promote the teaching of environmental 
stewardship, and will have adequate and stable funding sources.  

3. Scientific research conducted at the Preserve will be compatible with the 
Management Plan’s Natural Resources Stewardship goals, will promote the teaching 
of environmental stewardship, and will have adequate and stable funding sources.  


